
THE MESSAGE.

President Cleveland Lays Before
Congress the Needs of the

Nation.

Strong Ground Taken on Civil Service and
the Mormon Question—Our Coast Must

be Protected—No more Silver Dollars
Needed—Other Topics Discussed.

Wahiiinc-ton- , D. C.t December 8. The
President's Message was sent to Congress
a few minutes, after the two Houses bad as-
sembled and was read. It Is in substance
as follows:

' To tbs Congress or thk Unitbd Status.Tour assembly Is olouded by a sense of pub-
lic caused by the recent and
sudden loVh of Thomas A. Hendricks, Vioe
President of the United States. His diUn-ajuteb- ed

public services, bis complete inteerity and devotion to every duty, and bis per-
sonal virtues will find honorable record in
bis country's history. Ample and repeated
proofs of Uio esteem and eonfldenoe In whloh
lie was held by iis n were
manifested by his cleotlon to offices of themost Important trust and highest dignity,' and at length full of years and honors he has
been laid at rest amid universal sorrow and
benediction.

The Constitution, which requires those
chosen to legislate for tbo people to annually
meet in tlio discharge of their solemn trust,
alsd requires the President to give- to Con-
gress information of the state of the Union
aud recommend to their consideration such
id asur s as be shall deem necessary and ex-
pedient. At the threshold of a compliance
with these constitutional dreotions it is well
for ns to bear In mind that our usefulness to
the people's interest will be promoted by a
constant appreciation of the scope and char-
acter of our respective duties as they relate
to Federal legislation. While the Executive
may .recommend su-- measures as be shall
deem expedient, the responsibility for legis-
lative action must and should rest upon
those selected by the people to make theirlaw.

Contemplation of the grave and responsi-
ble functions assigned to the executive
branches of the Government under t e Con-
stitution will disclose the partitions of power
between our respective departments and
their neo ssary independence, and also the
need for the exercise of all the power en-
trusted to each in that spirit of comk and

which Is ssentinl to the proper
fuln) Intent of the patriotic obligations whloh
rest upon us as faithful servants of the peo-
ple. The zealous watchfulness of our con
stitnoncies, great and small, supplements
their suffrages, and before the tribunal they
establish every public servant should be
judged.

It is gratifying to announce that the rela-
tions of the United States with ail

FOREIGlt POWVBS
continue to be friendly. Our position, afternearly a century of successful constitutional
government, maintenance of good faith in allour enlargements, the avoidance of complica-
tions wttb other nations and consistent and
amicable attitude toward the strong aud
weak alike, furnishes proof of a political
disposition whiob renders professions of good
will unnecessary. ' There are no questions of
difficulty pending with any foreign govern-
ment.

The Argentine Government has revived thelong dormant question of the Falkland Is-
lands by claiming from the United States In-
demnity for their loss, attributed to the no-
tion of the commander of tbe eloop-of-wa- r

Lexington. In breaking up a piratical colony
on those islands in 1831. and their subsequent
occupation by Great Britain. In view of the
ample Justification for the act of the Lexing-
ton and the derelict condition of tbe islands
before and after their alleged occupation by
Argentine o- lonists, tbis Government

th,e claim as wholly groundless.
Question has arisen with tbe Government

of Austr2a-Hungar- y touching the represent-
ation or the United States at Vienna. Hav-
ing, undel my constitutional prerogative,

all estimable citizen of Unimpeaohed
probity and competence as minister at that
court, the Government of Austria Hungary
invited this. Government to cognizance of
certain exceptions, based upon allegations
ajraiust tbe personal acceptability of Mr.
Kciley tbe appointed Envoy, asking that, in
view thereof, the appointment should be
withdrawn.

The reasons advanced were such as could
not be acquiesced In without violation of my
cath of office and the precept of th Consti-
tution, since they necessarily involved a
limitation in favor of a foreign government

pon the right of selection by the Execu-
tive, and required such an application
of a rellgous test as a qualification for
ofllee under the United States as would have
resulted in the practical dl franchise mont
on a large class of our citizens and the aban-
donment of a" vital principle of our govern-
ment. Tbe Anstro-Hungaria- n government
filially decided not to receive Mr. Keiley as
the Envoy of tbe United States, and that
gentleman has since resigned his commis-
sion, leaving- - the post vacant. I have made
no new nomination, and the interests of this
government at Vienna are now in the care of
the Secretary of Legation, acting as Charge

42 Affaires ad interim.
Early in March last war broke out In Cen-

tral America, caused by the attempt of Gua-
temala lo consolidate the several States into
aisingle government. In these contests be-
tween our neighboring States' the United
States forbore to interfere actively, but lent
the aid of their friendly offices In depreca-
tion of war and to promote peace and con-
cord among tbe belligerants, and by such
counsel contributed Importantly to the res-
toration of tranquility in that locality.

Emergencies growing out of civil war In the
United Slates of Colombia, demanded of tbe
government at the beginning of this adminis-
tration the employment of armed force to ful-
fill its guarantees under the thirty-tilt- h arti-
cle of tne treaty of 184s in order to keep the
transit open acvoss tbe Isthmus of Panama.
"Desirous of exercising only the powers ex-
pressly reserved to us b y the treaty and
nvtuiful of the rights of Colombia, the forces
sent to the Isthmus Were instructed to con-
fine their action to "positively and efneaci-cusly- "

preventing the transit and its acces-
sories fiom being "Interrupted or embaras-sed.- "

The execution of this delicate and respon-
sible task necessarily involved n-- lice control
where al authority was temporarily
powerless, but always in aid of the sovereign-
ty of Colombia. Tbe prompt and sucoessiul
fulfillment of its duty by this Government
was hlghlr appreciated by the Government
of Colombia, and has been followed y

of its satisfaction. High praise is
dae to the officers and men engaged in this
service.

The restoration of peace on the Isthmus by
the of the constituted govern-
ment there being thus accomplished, the
forces of the United States were withdrawn.

pending tbe&p occurrences, a question of
much iniijortauce was presented by decrees of
the Coioubian Government, proclaiming the
closure of certain ports then in the
bauds of insurgents, and declaring ves-
sels held by tbe revolutionists to be
piratical and liable to capture by any
power. To neither of these propositions
could the United States assent. An effective
closure of ports not in the possession of the
Government, but held by bostiles and par-
tisans could not be recognized, neither could
the vessels of insurgents against tbe legiti-
mate sovereignty be deemed hostes human!
generis within the precepts of international
law, whatever might be the definition and
Iiennlty of their acts under tbe municipal

the State against whose authority
they were in revolt. The denial by this Gov-
ernment of the Colombian propositions did
not. however, imply the admission of a bel-
ligerent status on the part of tbe insurgents.

T e Colombian Government has expressed
its willing ess 'o negotiate conventions for
the adjustment by arbitration of claims by
foreign citizens arising out of tbe destruc-
tion o the city of Aspinwall by the insur-
rectionary forces.

TRANSIT ACROSS THE ISTHMUS.
The interest of the United States In a prac-

ticable transit for ships across the strip of
land separating the Atlantic from the Pacific
has been repeatedly manifested during the
last half century.

My immediate predecessor caused to be ne-
gotiated with Nicarargua a treaty for the
construction, by and at the sole cost of tbe
United States, of a canal through Nicaruguau
territory, and laid it before the Senate.
Pending the action of that body thereon I
withdrew the treaty for At-
tentive of its provisions leads
me to withhold it from resubmission to tbe
Senate.

Maintaining, as I do, the tenets of aline of
Presidents from Washington's day, whicb
Sroscribe entangling alliances with foreign

not favor a policy of acquisition of
new and distant territory, or the incorpora

tion of remote interests with our own. The
laws of progress are vital and organic, and
we mast be conscious of the irresistible tide
of commercial expansion which, as the
concomitant of our ac lve civilization, day
by day, is being nrgod onward by those
increasing facilities of production, trans-
portation, and communication to whloh
steam and electricity have given blrtn.
But our duty in the present instructs us to
address ourselves mainly to the development
of tbe va t resources of. the groat urea com-
mitted to our charge, and to the cultivations
of tbe arts of peace within our borders,
though jealously alert in preventing the
American hemisphere from bein involved in
the political problems and complications of
distant Governments; therefore 1 am unable
to recommend propositions involving para-
mount privileges of ownership or right out-
side of our own territory when coupled with
absolute and unlimited engagements to de-
fend the territorial integrity of the State
where such interests lie.

Wb'lethe general project of connecting
the twb oceans by means of canals is to be
encouraged, I am of opinion that any
scheme te that end to be considered with
favor should be free from the features al-
luded to.

The Tehuantepeo route Is deolsrvd by en-
gineers of the highest repute and by compe-
tent scientists, to afford an entirely practica-
ble transit for vessels and cargoes. By means
of a ship railway from the Atlantic to tbe
Pacific The obvious advantages of suoh a
route, if feasible, over others more remote
from the axial lines of traffic between Burppe
and tbe Paoinc, and particularly between the
Val ley of ' the Mississippi and the western
coast of North and South America are de-
serving of consideration.

Whatever highway may be constructed
aero- - the barrier, dividing the two great
maratime areas of the w rid must be for the
world's benefit, a trust for mankind, to be re-
moved Mom the cuanoe of domination by
any single power, nor bucotne a point of in-
vitation for hostilities or a prize for warlike
ambition.- - An engagement combining the
construction, ownership and operation of
such a work by this government with an of-
fensive and defensive alliance for ts protec-
tion, with tbe foreign state whose responsi-
bilities and'rights we would share, is, in my
Judgment, inconsistent with suoh dedication
to universal and neutral use. and would,
moreover, entail measures for its realization
beyond the scope of our National polity or
present means.

The apse of years has abundantly con-
firmed the wisdom and foresight of those ear-
lier administrations which long before the
conditions of maritime intercourse were
changed and enlarged bv the progress of
the age, proclaimed the vita ne-- of inter-ooean- io

transit across the American Isth-
mus and consecrated It in advance to the
common use of mankind by their positive
declarations and through the formal
obligations of treaties. Toward such realiza-
tion the efforts of my administration will be
applied, ever bearing in mind the principles
on which it must rest and whicb were de-
clared in no uncertain tones by Mr. Cass,
who, while Secretary of State In 1858, an-
nounced that "What the United States want
in Central America, next to the happiness of
its people, is the security and neutrality of
the Interooeanlo routes which lead through
it." . .

The construction of three transcontinental
lines of railway, all in successful operation,
wholly within our territ ory and uniting the
Atlantic and the Pacific Oceans, has been
acoompanfed by results of a most Interesting
and m press!ve nature, and has created new
conditions, not in the routes-- of commerce
only, but in political geography, which pow-
erfully affect our relations toward, and
nec searily increase our Interests in, any
transisthmian route Twhlch may be opened
and employed for tbe ends of peaoe and traf-
fic, or in other contingencies, for uses inimi-
cal to both.

Transportation is a factor "In the cost of
commodities scarcely second to that of their
production, and weighs as heavily upon tbe
consumer. Our existence already has
proven the great importance of having the
competition between land carriage and water
carriage fully developed, each acting as a
protection to tbe public against the tenden-
cies of monopoly which Is inherent in the
consolidation of wealth and power in the
hands of vast corporations. These sugges-
tions may serve to emphasize what I have al-
ready said on the score of the necessity of a
neutralization of any interoceanic transit,
and this can only be accomplished by mak-
ing the uses of the routr open to all nations
and subject to the ambitions and warlike

of none.
The drawings end report of a recent survey

of the Nicaragua canal route made by Chief
Engineer Menocal will be communicated foryour information.

Tbe claims of citizens of the United States
for losses by reason of the late military ope-ra- ti

ns" of Chili in Peru and Bolivia are the
subject of negotiation for a claims conven-
tion with Chili, providing for their submis-
sion to arbitration. -

THE CHINESE QUESTION.
The condition of the Chinese question in

the Western States and Territories is, despite
restrictive legislation, far from bui ng satis-
factory.

The recent outbreak in Wyoming Territory,
where numbers of unoffendingChinamen. in
disputably within the protection of the treat
ies ana tne law, were muraerea Dy a mob,
and the still more recent' threatened out-
break of the same charaoter in Washington
Territory, are fresh in the minds of all, and
there is apprehension lest the bitterness of
feeling against tbe Mongolian race on tbe
raotno slope may una vent in similar lawless
demonstration.

--All the power of this Government should
be exerted to mainiain the amplest good
faith toward China in the treatment of these
men, and tbe inflexible sternness of the law
in bringing the wrong doers to Justice should
be insisted upon. Every effort has been
made by this Government to prevent
these violent outbreaks, and to aid the rep
resentatives or untua in tneir investigation
of these outrages, nd it is but just
to say tnat tney are traceanie to tne lawless-
ness of men not oitisens of the United States
engaged in competition with Chinese labor
ers. If existing laws are inadequate to com
pass tne ena in view, t snail ne prepared to
give earnest consideration to any further
remedial measures within the treaty limits
which tbe wisdom of Congress may advise.

RESTRICTIONS ON EXPORTATIONS.
1 regret to say that the restrictions upon

the importation of our cork into France.
notwithstanding the abundant demonstra-
tions of tbe absence of sanitarv datiMr in
its use: but I entertain strong hopes that
wjih a ueiwjr unaersianaiug OI tne matter,
mis vexatious pronioiuon will De removed.It would be pleasing to be able to sav as
much with respect to Germany, Austria and
other countries where such food nroducta
are absolutely excluded without present
proBfjevi ui reasonauie cnange.

OUR FINANCES.
The reDOrt of the 8eoretarv of the Treasnw

fully exhibits tbeoendition of the publio finan-
ces and of tbe several branches of Govern
ment connected with his department. The
suggestions of the Secretary relating to tbepracic.il operations of this important de-
partment, and bis recommendations in the di
rection oi simuiiucation and eoonomy, partic-
ularly in the work of collecting customs du
ties, are especially urged upon the attention
of Congress.

Tbe amount paid on the public debt dur-
ing the fiscal year ended June 80, 1885, was
S4a,V93,235.43, and there has been paid since
that date and uo to November 1. 1885. tbe sum
of C369.828, leaving the amount of the debt at
tbe last named date Cl,5l4.475,8eu.47. There
was. however, at that time in the Treasury
applicable to the' jreneral purposes of tbe
Government the sum of JM.H18, 292.38. -

The total receipts for the enrrent fiscalyear end'ngjuue SO. 1886. ascertained to Oc
tober 1, 1883, and estimated for the remainder
or tbe year, are aio,uuu,uuu. The expendi-
tures ascertained and estimated for the same
time are leaving a surplus at the
close of the year estimated at seventy mil-
lions.

REVENUE REDUCTION.
The fact that our revenues are in excess of

the actual needs of an economical adminis-
tration of Government, Justifies a reduction
in the amount exacted from the people for
its support. Our Government is but tbe
means established by the will of a free peo-
ple, by whieh certain principles are applied
whicb they have adopted for their beuefit
and protection; and it is never better admin-
istered, and its true spirit is never better ob
served man wnen tne people s taxation lor
its support is scrupulously limited to the
actual necessity of expenditure, and distrib-
uted according to a just and equitable plan.

The proposition with which we have to
deal is the reduction of the revenue received
by tbe Government and indirectly paid by
the people from custom duties. The ques-
tion of tree trade is not involved nor Is there
now any occasion for tbe general discussion
of the wisdom or expediency of a protective
system. Justice and fairness dictate that in
any modification of ur present laws relat-
ing to revenue, the in 'ustries and interests
which have been encouraged by such laws
and in which our citizens have large invest-
ments should not be ruthlessly injured or
destroyed.

We should also deal with the subject in
such mauner as to protect tbe Interests of
American labor, which is the capital of our
working men. Its stability and proper re-
muneration furnish tbe most justifiable pre-
text for a protective policy. Within these

limitations certain redaction should be
madA fn mtr Anstnms revenue. The amount
of suoh reduction having been determined.
tbe Inquiry follows, where can it oesi
oe remitted, ana wnat araoies can pest ne
released from duty in tne interest el our
citizens.

I think the reduction should tie made In
the revenue derived from a tax upon the
Imported necessaries of life. We thus di-
rectly lessen the eost of living in every
familv of the Ised and release to the oeonle
In every humble home a larger measure of
the rewards of frugal Industry.

NATIONAL BANKS.
During the vear ended November 1. 1885.

lie National tsanas were organizea, wun an
air irre crate canital of fl,sa8.0U0. and circulat
ing notes h ve been issued to them amount-
ing to (174,010. The whole number of these
Dan Kg in existence on tne aay aoove men
tioned was 2.727.

The very limited amount or circuiatma
notes issued by our National Banks, com- -

eared with the amount the law permits them
upon a deposit of bonds for their re-

demption, indicates that the volume of our
circulating medium may be largely Increased
through tbs instrumentality. Nothing more
important than tbe present condition of pur
ourrenoy and coinage can claim your atten

THE SILVER DOLLAR.
Tebr-iarv- . 1878. the Government has.

under the compulsory provtsi6ns of law,
purchased silver bullion and coined the
same at the rate ef more than S2,00640 every
month. By this proeess up to the present
date C1S,7W,481 silver dollars have been coin-
ed. .

A resonabi annreciatlon of a delegation el
power to tbe general government would lim-
it Its exercise without express restrictive '
words to the people's needs and the require-
ments of the publio welfare.

Upon this theory, the authority to "coin
monAV riven to conrress bv the Constitu
tion if it permits the purchase by tbe gov-
ernment of bullion for coinage, in any event,
does not justify suoh purchase a d coinage
to an extent beyond tbe amount needed for
a sufficient circulating medi m. Tbe desire
to utilize the silver product of the eoastry
should not lead to a misuse or tne perversion
of tbis power.

The necessity for such an addition to tbe
silver ourrenoy of the nation as Is compelled
oy the silver coinage act, ts negatived by the
fact that up to the present time only about
fifty millions of silver dollars so coined have
actually found their way into circulation,
leaving more than 165,000,800 in possession of
the Government, tbe onstody ofwhich has en-
tailed a considerable expense for construc-
tion of vaults for its deoosit. Against this
latter amount there are outstanding silver
certificates amounting to anout ss,uuu,uuu.

Every month two milnbat of gold in the
nublio treasurv are naid out for two millions
or more of silver dollars, to be added to the
Idle ma.aalreadv accumulated. II continued
long enough tbis operation wlU result (in the
substitution of silver for all tbe gold the
government owns auDUcaoie to its general
purposes. It will not do to rely at or the
customs receipts of the Government to make
Brood tbis drain of gold, because the silver
thus coined having been made legal tender
tot antseots ana dues, nuoito ana nnvate. at
times during the last six months fifty-eig-

ner cent, oi tne receiors tor duties nave neen
in silver or silver certificates, while the aver
age within that period has been twenty per
cent.

The portion of silver and its certificates
received by the Government will probably
inorease as time goes on for the reason that
the nearer the period approaches when it
will be obliged to offer silver in payment of
its obligations, the greater Inducement there
will be to board gold against depreciation in
the value of silver, or for tbe purpose of
speculating.

This hoarding of gold has already begun.
When the tlmo comes that gold' has been
withdrawn from circulation then will be ap
parent tne ainerenc oetween tne real value
of tbe silver dollar and a dollar in gold, and
the two coins will Dart comnanr.

Gold, still the standard of value and neces
sary in our dealings with other countries,
will be at a nramium over silver: hanks
which have substituted gold for the deposits
of their customers may nay them with sliver
bought with such gold, thus making a hand-
some profit, rich speculators will sell their
noa aea goia to toeir neignoors wno neea
it to liquidate their foreign debts at a ruinous
nremium over silver, and the nxborina-me-

and women of the land most defenseless, of
all, will find that the dollar received for the
wage of their toll has sadly shrunk In its
purchasing power.

I mav be said that the latter result will be
but temporary, and that ultimately the price
of labor will be adjusted to the change, but
even if this takes place, the wage-worke- r

can not posstDiy gain, out must inevttaoiy
lose, since the price he Is compelled to Day
for his Irving will not only be measured In a
coin heavily depreciated and fluctuating and
uncertain in its value, but this nn ertuinty
in the value of tbe purchasing medium will
be made the pretext for an advance In prions
bevond that lustra ed bv actual denreciation.

The words uttered in 1834 by Daniel Web
ster, in tbe Senate of the United States, are
true "The very man of all others
who has tbe deepest interest in a sound cur-
rency, and who suffers most by mischievous
legislation in money matters, is tne man wno
earns his daily bread bv his daily toll." The
most distinguished advocate of bimetalism
discussing our silver coinage has lately writ
ten, "No American citizen's hand has yet
xeit tne sensation oi cneapness, eituer in re
ceiving or expending, xne silver aui dollars

And those who live by labor or legitimate
trade never will feel that sensation of cheap-
ness.

However p'enty silver dollars may become.
they will not be distributed as gifts among
the people, and if the laboring man should
receives four depreciated dollars where he
now receives but two be will pay n the de-
preciated coin more than double the price he
now nays for all the necessaries and comforts
oi me.

So if this silver coinage be contlnned we
may reasonably expect that gold and its
equivalent will aDanuon tne neia or circula
tion to silver alone. This, of course, must
produce a severe contraction of our circula- -
tino- - medium instead of adding to it.

It ma be said in brief as the result of these
efforts that the attitude of the leading powers
remains substantially unchanged since tbe
Monetary Conference of 1881, nor is it to be
auestionea tnat tne views oi tnese govern
ments are in each instance supported by the
weight of public opinion. The steps thus
taken have therefore only more fully demon-
strated the uselessness of further attempts
at present to arrive at ny agreemeut on the
Bunjeei oi otuer nations. .

THE NAVY.
InSDlred. as I am. bv the hone, shared bv

all patriotio citizens, that tbe day Is not f r
aistan when our navy will oe sucn as Dents
our standing among tbe nations of the earth
and rejoiced at every step that leads in the
direction of such a consummation, I deem it
my duty to especially direct the attention
of Congress to tbe close of the report of tbe
Secretary of the Navy, In which the. humili-
ating weakness of the present organization
of this department is exhibited, and the start
ling aouses aua waste oi its present metnoa
are exposed.

THE INDIAN QUESTION.
The reoort of the Secretary of the Interior.

oontainlug an acoount of the operations of
this Important department and much nter-estin- g

information, will be submitted foryour consideration.
The most intricate-- and difficult subject In

charge of this department is the treatment
and management of the Indians. I am satis- -
noa tnat some progress may oe notea in
their condition as the result of a prudent ad-
ministration of the present laws and regula
tions Tor their coutroi.

Bnt it is submitted tbatthere is lack of a
fixed purpose of policy on this subject,
which should be supplied. It is useless to
dilate uoon the wroue-- s of the Indiana, and
as useless to Indulge in the heartless belief
tnat necause tneir wrongs are revengea in
their own atrocious manner, therefore they
snouid oe extertmnatea. '

They are within the care of our Govern-
ment, and their rights are, or should be, pro-
tected from invasion by the most solemn ob-
ligations. They are properly enough called
the wards of the Government, and it should
be borne in mind that this guardianship in-
volves, on our part, efforts for the improve-
ment of their condition and the enforcement
of tbeir rights.

In dealing with this question the desires
manifested with the Indians should not be
ignored. I recommend the passage of a law
authorizing the appointment of six Commis-
sioners, three of whom shall be detailed from
the army, to be charged with the duty of a
careful inspection from time to time of all
the Indians upon our reservations, or'
subject to tbe care and control of our
Government, with a view of discovering
their exact condition and needs and deter-
mining what steps shall be taken on behalf of
the Government to improve their situation in
tbe airection of their self support and com-
plete civilization, that they ascertain from
such inspection what, if any, of the reserva-
tions may be reduced in area, and in such
oases what part not needed for Indian occu-
pation, may be purchased by the Government
from the Indians, and disposed of for their
benefit.

PUBLIC LANDS.
It is not for the common benefit of the

United States that a large area of the public

lands should be acquired, directly or through
fraud, in the hands ef a single individual.
The Nation's strength is In tbe people. The
Nation's glory is in the equality of her jus-
tice. The Nation's perpetuity is in the patri-
otism of all her people. Henoe, as far as
practicable, tne plan aaoptea in aiBposai ot
public lands should have in view the original
policy,which encouraged many purchasers of
these lands for homes and discouraged the a
massing of large areas. Exclnstve of Alaska,
aoout inree-nitns- me niuonm uuwhiub nw
been sold er subjected to contract or grant.

Of the remalnina two-flfth- " a considerable
is either mountain or desert. AJiortion population creates a growing

demand for home-- and the accumulation of
wealth inspire an eager competition to ob-
tain the public land for specula live purposes.
In the future this collision of interest will
be more marked than in the past, and the ex-

ecution of the Nation's trust in behalf of
settlers will be more difficult. I therefore
otim mend to your attention the recommen-
dations contained In th- - report of tbe Secre
tary oi tne interior wren reference to wi3
repeal and modification of certain' of our
land laws. ' .

Tne Natlpn has mado princely grants ana
subsidies to a avstem of railroads feroiected
as great National highways to conuect tbe
Paoinc states with the East It has been
charged that these donations from the peo-
ple have been diverted to private gain, and
corrupt uaes, and thus public indignation
has been aroused and suspicion engendered.
Our great Nation does not begrudge its gen
erosity, Duinvuoura kuj iihuu,
skid the favorable regard of our people for
tbe great corporations to whloh these grants'
were made can only be revived by a restor-
ation of confidence, to be secured by tbeir
constant, unequivocal, and clearly raaai--
iestea integrity.

A faithful application of the undiminished
proceeds ef the grants to the construction
and nerfeet'njt of their roads, an honest disV
charge of tbeir obligations and entire Jusiioe
to an tne people in tne enjoyment ot tneir
rights on tbe highways of travel, is all tbe
publio asks and It will be content with no less.
To secure these things should be the com-
mon purpose of the officers o. the Govern-
ment, as well as of the ooi porationx. With
this accomplishment prosperity would be
permanently secured to the roads and Na-
tional pride would take the place of National
PENSIONS.

annears ¬

sioner of Pensions that there were on the
1st day of July, 1886, 835,125 persons borne up
on tn pension rous, wno were ciussinea as
follows: Army invalids. 24L45S: widows.
minor children and dene- - dent relatives on
deceased soldiers. 78,81; navy invalids,
.74; navy widows, minor children and de-

pendents, l,it; survivors of the war of 1812,
286, and widows of those who have served In
that war, 17,212. About one man in ten of all
those who enlisted In the late war is reported
as receiving pensions, exclusive of the de
pendents oi aeceasea soiaiers.

On the 1st ef July 1876, the number of pen-
sioners was Z34.S3L and the increase within
the ton years next . thereafter was 110,304.
w nue mere is no expenditure oi tne puouo
funds which the people more cheerfully

that made in recognition of the
services of our soldiers, living and dead, the
sentiment underlying the subject should not
be vtuatea Dy tne tntroaueaon or any iraua--
uientnractioes. "1 here lore it is tuny as im
portant that the rolls should be cleansed of
all thoae?who. bv fraud, have secured a nloce
thereon as that meritorious claims should be
speedily examined and adjusted. The re-
forms in the methods of doing the business
of tbis buerau, whiob have lately been in
augurated, promise better results in ootn
these directions.

THE MORMON QUESTION.
In the Territory of Utah the law of the

United States passed for suppression of po-
lygamy has been energetically and fa thfully
executed during the past year with measura-
bly good results. A number of convictions
have been secured for unlawful cohabitation,
and in ome cases nleas of guilty bave been
ntered,and slight punishment imposed upon

promise oy accusea tnat tney wouia not
again offend against tbe law nor advL-- e,

counsel, aid or abet, In any way, its violation

The Utah Commissioners express the opin
ion, based unon such information as they are
able to obtain, that but few polygamous mar-
riages have taken place ; in the territory dur-
ing the last year. They further report that
while there can not be found on the registra-
tion lists of voters the name of a man actually
guilty of polygamy, and while none of that
class are holding office, yet at the last elec-
tion in the territory, all the officers elected,
except in one oounty, were men who, though
not actually living in the practice of polyg-
amy, subscribe to the doctrine of polygamous
marriages as a Divine revelation and a law
unto all, higher and more binding upon the
oo-- science than any human law, local or
national.

Thus is the strange spectacle presented of
a community protected by a Bepublican
form of Government to whloh they owe
allegiance, sustaining Dy tneir sun: rages a

firinolple and a belief whloh sets at naught
of absolute obedience to the

laws of the land which lies at the foundation
of reoubllcan Institutions. The strength.
tbe Dernetuitv and the destiny of the nation
rest upon our homes established by the law
of God, guarded by parental care regulate d
oy parental autnority ana sanounea Dy pa-
rental love.

T iese are not the homes of polygamy. The
mothers of onr land, who rule the Nation af
they mold the characters and guide th
aotions of their sons, live according to God'i
holy ordinances, and each, secure and happy
in the exclusive love of tbe father of net
children, sheds the warm light of true wo-
manhood,

iunperverted and unpolluted, upon
all within her pure and wholesome family cir j

cle.
These are not the cheerless, crushed, and

unwomanly mothers of polygamy. j

There should be no relaxation In the firm
but just execution of the law now in opera-
tion, and I should be glad to approve suoh
further discreet legislation as will rid the
country of this blot upon Its fair fame. I

Bince the people upholding polygamy in
our territories are reinforced by Immigration
from other lands, I recommend that a law be
passed to proveat. the importation of Mor-
mons into tbe

CIVIL SERVICE.

I am inclined to think that there is no senti-
ment more general in tbe minds of tbe people
of our country than a conviction of the cor jj

rectness of the principle upon which law en-
forcing civil service reform is based. In its
present condition, the law regulates onlvpart of the subordinate public positions
throughout ' the oountry. It applies
a test of fitness to applicants for these plaoei
by means o a competitive examination and
gives large discretion to the Commissioners
as to the character of the examination and
many other matters connected with its ex-
ecution. TbuB the rules and regulations
adopted by the Commission have much to do
with the practical usefulness of the statute
and with tbe results of Its application.

The people may well tru-- t the Commissioner
to execute the law with perfect fairness and
with as little irritation as is possible. But of
course no relaxation of tbe principle which
underlies it, and no weakening of the safe-
guards which surround it can be expected.
Experience in its administration wil proba-
bly snggost amendment of tbe method of its
execution, but I venture to hope that we
shall never again be remitted to tbe system
which distributes public positions purely as
rewards for partisan service.

Doubts may well be entertained whether
our government could survive tbe strain of a
continuance of tbe system, which upon
e ery change of Administratinc inspires an
immense army of claimauts for oflice to lay
siege to the patronage of government, en-
grossing the time of public ofnocrs with the
importunities, spreading abroad the conta-
gion of their disappointment and Ailing tbe
air with the tumult of their discontent.

The allurements of an immense number of
offices and places exhibited to the. voters of
the land and tbe promise of their bestowal
iu recognition of partisan activity debauch
the suffrage ana rob political action- - of
its thoughtful aud deliberative char-
acter. The evil would increase wftb
tbe multiplication of ofbees conse- -

?uent upon our extension, and the mania
holding growing from its indulg-

ence would pervade our population so gen-
erally that patriotic purpose, the support of
principle, the desire for the public good and
solicitude for the Nation's welfare would be
nearly banished from the activity of our
party contests and cause them to degenerate
into Ignoble, selfish and disgraceful strug-
gles for the possess-o- of office public place.

Civil service reform enforced by law came
not too soon to check the progress of de-
moralization. One of its effects, not enough
regarded is the freedom it brines to the po-

litical action of those conservative and sober
men who,'in fear of the confusion and risk
attending au arbitrary, and sudden cbango
in all the public offices with chang of party
rule, cast their ballots against such achance.

Parties seem to be necessary, and will con-
tinue to exist, nor can it now be denied that
there are legitimate advantages, nor discon-
nected with olnce holding, whicb follow
party snpremacy.

The Civil Service law does not prevent the
discharge of tbe indolent or incompetent
clerk, but H does prevent supplying his place
with the unfit party worker.

Thus, in both phases, is seen benefit to the
public service.

Anil Uianaiinla Who daerra soVera.-- i
fnent, have secured tbti statute, will not re--
llnqulsn Its nenetns without protesti nor are.
thav unmindful of the faot that its fnU ad
vantages can only be gained through the
oompieteooa raitn ox tnose oaving iia ex-
ecution In charge and this they will insist:
upon. 1 recommend that tne salaries or tne'
Civil Service Commissioners ne mere ea to

sum more nearly commensurate to tneir
important duties.

PRESIDENTIAL SUCCESSION.
The nresent condition of the law relating

to the succession to the Presidency in the
event of death, disability, or removal of
Dotn tne president ana vice pres-
ident, is such as to require immediate amend-
ment- This subject has repeatedly been con-
sidered by Congress, but no result has been,
reached. The recent lameutable death of
the Vice President and vacancies at the same,
time in all other offices, the incumbents of.
which might Immediately exercise the fane--.'
tlons of tbe Presidential oflioe has oaused
public anxiety and a Just demand that a re-
currence of such a condition of affairs,
should not be permitted.

In conclusion I commend to the wise oare
find thoughtful attention of Cougress the;
dwiib, uib velum ana me wpiruttoiiB ok
an intelligent and generous nation. To sub-- 1

ordinate these to the ' narrow advantages
of partisanship or the accomplishment of!
B4iotn aims as to violate tne paopie a trust
and betray the people's interests. But an!
individual sense of responsibility oa thel

of each of us, and a stern determinerBart to perform our duty well, must give usi
Pihc-- j among tnose wno nave Addea n snewidy snd gmerntlon te the glory and prosper--;
l:y ot cur beloved land.

imgnca j ttRom ctirauiiii.Washington, December 8, 1886.

KING LUDWIG.

The Crazy Monarch's Magnificent and
Costly Sleighs.

In the Frankfurter Zetiung of recent
date appears an Interesting account o
three sledges belonging to the King of
Bavaria, which are employed by bim in
his rlight excursions during the winter
in the Bavarian Highlands and which
have lately been under repair at Mu-

nich. One is & magnificent vehicle, of
colossal dimensions, capable of be-
ing used either as carriage or
sledge, and quite too large
for transport by raiL It. is a.
closed vehicle, mostly richly gilt, and
upholstered in blue velvet A group of
gonii support a sort of canopy, com-
posed or golden crowns. The others
are smaller, designed by Munich artists
in the time of the Louis Quatorze
style. The ornamentation is so profus6
that only three small spaces were left on
the panels, which have been filled by del-
icate mythological pictures, painted by
tVonPechmann, of Munich. The front of
(the oldest sledge (which is, however.only
twelve years old) is formed by a gigan-
tic 6heli, supported by Tritons, with lit-H- lo

Cupids, seated on its edge, carry
jback wreaths to the royal occupant. All
jthff sledges are drawn by four horses,
having postilions. It will easily be un-
derstood that such beautiful and deli-
cate pieces of workmanship must suffer
considerably in their night drives over
rough mountain roads, covered deep
iwith ice and snow. And so- - they have
!to be sent regularly to Munich every
jsummer for repair. '

On the present occasion it was the wish
of the King that they should be all fitted
with the electric light. But this was not
possible, in the case of the largest
sledge, for the want of means to place a
sufficient amount of accumulators. It
is a queer fancy that forbids all ordinary
eyes to see these remarkable vehicles,
which are reserved to dazzle the peas-
ants of the Bavarian Alps as they flash
past in the late winter nights like some
.of tbo chantoms of German legends.

SHORT PRAYERS.
How the Bishop of Rochester Reproveda Nobleman.

At a dinner party of the Duke o
Ormand's a dispute arose concerning
short prayers. Sir Walter Wyndham
said the shortest prayer he ever heart
jwas the prayer of a common soldiei
just before the battle of Blenheim; "Oh.
IGdd, if there be a God save my soul

ijif Ihavea soul!" The Bishop of Ro- -

: Chester, who was present, addressing
Wyndham, said: "Your prayer. Sir Wif

iliam, is indeed very short, but I
J member another as short, and muct
Ibetter offered up, likewise by a poor
; dier on the eve of a battle: Oh God! if ir
the hour of battle I forget Thee, do noi

I Thou forget me!' " This as the bishoj
; pronounced it in his usual grace and dig
j nity, was a very gentle ana polite re-

Eroof, . and was so felt by the company,
Gerald Ramsey, the old Scoter,

physician, who was of' the company,
(begged to be allowed to tell of a ferven;
prayer which ho once heard a peniten;
utter, when she thought none were neat
to hear her but her Maker. "She was ar

jold woman," said the doctor, "true-hearte-

and benevolent, who had spent
la long life in doing good to others.
iWhen she knew she was dying, anc
when she thought I had passed beyond

'hearing, she folded her palsied hands,
land, gently murmured: 'O, God! ii

there's a wee bito' good in me, dfnns
forget it!' And I think," added Ram-jsey- ,

"those, were the last words she
icver snoke." Scottish Journal

A Remarkable Clock.

One of the most remarkable of clocks
has just been constructed in London for
a banking establishment. It is on the
twenty-fou- r hour principle, and is nota-
ble as possessing probably the simplest
method which has yet been resorted to
for indicating time according to the new
enumeration. The clock in question
has only one hand, and the figures
around are placed as heretofore. In-
stead, however, of indicating the hours
they indicate the minutes only, which
are marked from five to sixty. The
hours are shown on a sunk dial revolv-
ing under the upper dial, a space being
left in the upper dial in which the next
hour figure comes forward instantane-
ously upon the minute hand, complet-
ing its circuit of sixty minutes that is,
in a word, the solitary hand marks the
minutes, and the sunk space shows the
hour. N. Y. Sun.

While Kinp Humbert, of Italy, was
shooting recently in the park of Monza,
his gun missed fire, and when he put in
another cartridge and fired he received
such a shock that he thought the gun
had burst and broken' his arm. It was
found that the first bullet had not issued
from the gun, and the second occasion-
ing a block, it was only the excellence
of the gun that prevented it from burst--

First compositor "How do you di-

vide marriage?" Second compositor
"Divorce." Fuck.

OF GENERAL INTEREST.
. i

The death rate in Dakota is only
five in the thousand.

The Great Eastern is to be moored
at Gibraltar as a coal hulk.

It is illegal in Paris for a newt-deal- er

to lend out a newspaper to tunr
one for reading purposes.

A silver box, shut at a wedding ia
Hartford, Conn., the other day, is ts
be kept under seal, Jike that of Pan--
dora, till the time for the silver anni-
versary, twenty-liv- e years hence.

A horseshoe has been invented that ,

comes on and off like a man's shoe. A
rim at the bottom and a buckle at the
back hold it in place. A pad protects
the bottom of the hoof. Troy Times.

Three hundred and fifty-eig- ht crint- -'

inals, who have escaped from Georgia
in the last few years, are wanted in that
State. The rewards offered for them
aggregate one hundred thousand dol-
lars. :

It baa been discovered at Austin, '
Tex., that one-ha- lf the thirty million
acres of school and university lands
have been free-graz- ed for years, the '
State deriving no income from the cat-- .'
tlemen. j

It is reported from - Dakota that
prairie fires will not cross fields of
clover or timothy, as there is a green
sprig at the bottom which checks it. It
is the dry buffalo grass that the flamea '

run in. As the land is improved and
tame grasses are sown this scourge will
be checked. Chicago Tribune.

Blue Ribbon beer, manufactured
in Toronto, and claimed to be a tena--
Seranoe beverage, was tested a few

on two men, each of whom
drank-seven glasses in an hour and a
half and then, became drunk. --Tbe
court thereupon decided that the staff
was intoxicating. Chicago Herald, j

The advantage of fresh air from
the open windows in a sleeping room
has received strong proof from an inci-
dent of the cholera in Spain. In me
house of a rich merchant the choler
attacked, first of all, the one person
who slept in the only room of the
dwelling which was without a window.

Tossing as high in air
the dry est of the long seed pods under
the maple trees, is suggested by the
Lawrence (Mass.) American as a new
diversion of school children for recess--
"The peculiar motion while falling may
surprise those who have never tried it.
It might be called the game of batter-fly.- "

-

- If a wife's feelings are injured one
knMJMJ U A jrSHM .1. 1 ,L.UUUUIOU U1UUBUIU UUUOLB WWUl VJ UIV
killing of her husband in Texas, where
men are plenty, what must be the ex--
tent of damage inflicted upon her affee- - '

tions in a parallel case in Massachusetts,
where the reserve supply is about sev-- .

enty thousand short? Charleston (8.
C.) News. . . ..

Mining was prospected within a
few miles of Nogales, Cal., three hun-
dred and three years ago, says the Nug--
get, ages before the ground was dis--
turbed by the miner's pick in any of .

the older States orTerritories,
and the present indications are that ere
lone the most important murine- - field -

of that remote period of antiquity will
become the most important f modern
times.

There was a lady in the White
House the other day who always goes '

to call on the President when she
makes a wedding trip, and she has en-
joyed three of these interesting excur-
sions since Grant came in. By strange
ill luck, the husband, in evry case but
the last, has sickened and died soon
after the visit to the President. The
lady is from Massachusetts, and she in-
tends to persevere in her custom. She
announced to one of the doorkeepers
that she would be more areful with,
her present- hssband than with those
who preceded- him. Washington Post.

From Greenland cornea the story
that little hamlets occupied by the de--
scendants of the Norsemen are in exist-
ence, and that they contain a happy and
contented population, uninfluenced by
the events passing in the outside world
and unruffled by politics or base ball.
Centuries ago the coast of Greenland
was the Danish fishing ground, and
the country, which then boasted a less
rigorous climate than that whwh it is
credited now, was not deemed uofit fol
settlement. It is something to know
that other than Esquimaux humanity
is vegetating there. Philadelphia Press,

The territory of the United States
where hops are successfully grown is .
very limited. A radius of forty miles,
with Coopers town, Otsego County, as

i its center, forms more than half oi
such territory east, of the Rockies, the
only other, places being three of the
northwestern counties of New York,
small portions of "Vermont and Mich-iga- n,

and parts of Wisconsin. On the
Pacific Coast the production of hops
has increased from fiiiteen thousand
bales in '1880 to seventy thousand in
1884, there being about one hundred
and seventy-eig- ht pounds to the bale.

Troy Times.
In a quiet and altogether unobtru-

sive fashion the veteran pedestrian
Spencer has completed the herculean
task of walking six thousand miles in
one hundred and ten days, thus en
tirely eclipsing the performance of the
noisy, much-advertis- Yankee, Wes-
ton. An obscure daily note in the col-
umns of little read sporting papers is
all that Spencer has had in the way ol
Eublicity while on his arduous journey;

English pedestrians acquire-th-

art of giving lectures and wearing
picturesquely eccentric costumes they
will not be in it, as money-make- rs

with their astuter, if less athletic,
Yankee rivals. London Truth.

A French work of fiction is soon to
appear in English whieh is causing
much interest, as from its peculiar con-
struction and coloring it was consid-
ered untranslatable. Flaubert's great;
story, "Salammbo" draws upon ancient!
Carriage for its fascinating scenes oil
love and war and its splendid descrip-
tions of tropical nature. The transla
tion by M. French Sheldon is said to
preserve all the charming peeuliaritieii
of the author's pure style, who is thu
true founder of the naturalistic school
of literature, so debased bv many
French authors. The work will be pub-Ueti-

by Saxon & Co., London and
Wew York, with an introduction by
Edward King, the American poet, and
a dedication to Henry M. Stanley, tit
famous explorer.


